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HPAI (H5N1): State Health Department Impact & Role 
• When HPAI spreads to commercial poultry flocks from wild migratory 

birds, the primary impact is economic (depopulation).

• For Public Health, our concern “big picture” is that any animal flu virus that 
develops the ability to infect people can evolve, spread, and cause a 
pandemic.

• This translates practically to having the ability to detect possible HPAI 
infections in persons exposed to infected birds--either travelers, farm 
workers, or responders

• Traveler surveillance (education, 1-866-PUB-HLTH, collaboration w/CDC)

• State Public Health Laboratory infrastructure/capability to test for H5

• Infrastructure to monitor workers/responders for ILI post-exposure, test, and 
mitigate 
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HPAI Response in Georgia: 
Multi-Agency  

• Years of planning for HPAI with many partners
• Georgia DPH
• Georgia Poultry Laboratory Network
• State and Federal Agriculture (GDA, DNR, USDA)
• Industry, UGA

• Agriculture response includes biosecurity, surveillance 
and testing of flocks in the control zone

• DPH’s primary role is to monitor persons exposed to 
affected birds (employees, responders) for ILI 
(modified electronic system) and provide testing for 
H5N1 infections
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HPAI in Birds in Georgia, 2022: Public Health Response

• In 2022, Georgia documented two HPAI 
outbreaks among backyard poultry flocks

• We monitored 117 persons post-exposure
• For 10 days after last exposure
• Enrolled in electronic system in SendSS
• Daily reports/contact
• 44 State Agriculture Responders
• 37 farm workers 
• 32 USDA/Contract Responders to other 

states (GA residents)

• We arranged telemedicine consults and GPHL 
tested 2 people who developed ILI symptoms 
during their monitoring period (both negative 
for flu and positive for rhinovirus)


	Slide Number 1
	HPAI (H5N1): State Health Department Impact & Role 
	HPAI Response in Georgia: �Multi-Agency  
	HPAI in Birds in Georgia, 2022: Public Health Response

