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Category A Agents: Public Health Role 

• Surveillance and Detection
• Laboratory Confirmation (Laboratory Response Network)
• Rapid Response (investigation, containment, prophylaxis, treatment)
• Public Information/Risk Communication
• Goal: Mitigation
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Surveillance and Detection
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Category A Agents: Surveillance and Detection

Relies upon clinician awareness and reporting to Public Health
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Category A Agents: Surveillance and Detection 

• Laboratory Response Network-B: Rapid diagnostics for Category A agents 
at the Georgia Public Health Laboratory (and nationally/globally)

• Also relies upon Sentinel Clinical labs to refer suspects/isolates

• Syndromic Surveillance:  Early detection. Analyzes real-time ED/Urgent 
Care (167 facilities) chief complaint data to detect unusual disease clusters 
or Cat A “clinical syndromes” before traditional diagnoses.

• BioWatch Program: Early detection. National air monitoring system for 
Cat A agents routinely and expanded during special events. 
Federal/State/GPHL/Local.
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Once Detected and Confirmed, Then What?

• Partnerships are KEY!
• Multi-agency, multi-jurisdictional, multi-level 

according to role
• Epidemiologic investigation: source (naturally-

occurring, intentional), sporadic/outbreak?, case 
finding

• Containment Strategies (as appropriate): 
isolation, contacts/exposures, treatment, 
prophy, SNS, etc.

• Ongoing communication across all partners and 
to communities/public.
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Bottom Line

Preparedness for and response to health 
emergency events, both routinely or during 
large events, relies upon education, 
planning, and PARTNERSHIPS.

http://dph.georgia.gov

http://dph.georgia.gov/
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