
GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH 

Hantavirus – Public Health 

Project ECHO / Skyler Brennan, MPH / May 28, 2026 



GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH 



GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH 

About Hantaviruses 
• Hantaviruses are RNA 

viruses from 
the Hantaviridae family 

• Transmitted primarily 
through exposure to 
rodent 
excreta/saliva/nesting 
materials, rarely 
transmitted via person-
to-person (Andes Virus 
only) or rodent 
bite/scratch 

*Each type of hantavirus is closely tied to a 
specific rodent species 
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Old vs. New World Hantaviruses 

Hantavirus Pulmonary Syndrome 
(HPS) 
Americas 
Clinical syndrome: Fever, muscle 
aches, nausea, vomiting, diarrhea, 
cough, SOB, pulmonary edema, 
respiratory failure 

Old World 
Hemorrhagic Fever with Renal 
Syndrome (HFRS) 
Europe and Asia 
Clinical syndrome: headache, 
back/abdominal pain, nausea, 
blurred vision, acute shock, 
internal bleeding, acute kidney 
failure 

New World 
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Hantaviruses in the U.S. - New World 

***Note: no human cases 
of endemic hantaviruses 
have been identified in 
GA since surveillance 
began in 1993 
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Hantavirus Biological Threat Catagorization 
Hantavirus is a Category C bioterrorism agent 

• BSL – 2/BSL - 2+ for diagnostic procedures such as serologic 
testing (with rigorous BSL –3 safety practices and equipment to 
prevent aerosol exposure) 

• BSL –3/ -4 for isolation and culture 

Andes virus is a High Consequence Infectious Disease (HCID) due to 
person-to-person spread. Spread is usually limited to people with 
prolonged close contact with an ill person. 
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DPH Medical Epidemiologist will conduct a risk assessment in 
collaboration with a clinician 

Most important factors for consideration: 
• Travel or pertinent exposure history 
• Clinical presentation/syndrome 

If risk is identified: 
• Assist with guidance about specimen collection and 

transportation to the public health laboratory 

Risk Assessment 

866-PUB-HLTH 
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• Patient demographics 
• Travel history (specific travel dates and locations) 
• Exposures (rodents, persons infected with Andes virus) 
• Current symptoms and progression of illness 
• Results of any tests conducted 
• Underlying health conditions 
• Additional information (languages spoken, co-travelers) 

Information Requested by Public Health 
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Hantavirus 
• Public health interview 
o Focus on travel and exposure history 

• Notify the state where exposure occurred if applicable 
• Environmental sampling if suspected local transmission 

Andes virus 
• Public health interview 
• Contact tracing to identify exposed individuals 
• Exposed contacts: 
o Enroll in monitoring 
o Restricted movement based on exposure risk 
o Coordinate testing if symptoms present 

Public Health Investigation 
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Healthcare Precautions 
While hantaviruses are primarily rodent-borne, person-to-person 
transmission can occur with Andes virus, particularly through: 

• Prolonged close contact 
• Exposure to blood and body fluids 
• Healthcare procedures 

Isolation and precaution measures for Andes virus should include: 
• Airborne infection isolation room 
• Gown, gloves, eye protection, and N95 or higher-level respirator 

Hantavirus (non-Andes): standard precautions 
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Internal Notifications (Immediate) 
• These usually occur first and simultaneously 
• Infection Prevention 
• Hospital Administration or incident command 

External Notifications 
• Public Health 
• Georgia 24/7 Public Health Hotline 1-866-PUB-HLTH (1-866-782-4584) 

Timely notifications are critical! 

Who to Inform 
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Andes Virus Outbreak – May 2026 
Andes virus outbreak on MV 
Hondius cruise ship 
Index case likely exposed in 
Argentina before boarding ship 
Updated summary of global case 
counts/deaths 
18 US citizens currently at 
National Quarantine Unit in 
Omaha, Nebraska 
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DPH Andes Virus Response – May 2026 

Currently monitoring travelers in GA in accordance with CDC guidance 
• Monitoring period: 42 days from last exposure 

Infectious Disease Network (IDN) coordination 
• Healthcare plan in place for travelers: DPH has met with the 

assessment facility and Emory SCDU 
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IDENTIFY 

• Identify patients with: 
o Travel to areas with current 

outbreaks or endemic 
disease OR 

o Contact with sick persons 
who recently traveled AND 

o Symptoms of illness 
• Use Travel Clinical Assistant to 

help identify which diseases 
are present in traveled areas. 

• Collect detailed travel 
information from last 21 days. 

• Collect detailed information 
on symptom onset and 
progression. 

• Inquire about other potential 
exposures (ex: school, camp, 
places of worship, funerals, 
healthcare facilities, animals). 

ISOLATE 

• Isolate patients that have 
both exposure and symptoms. 
o Place patient in a private 

room. 
o Wear appropriate personal 

protective equipment (PPE) 
when entering the room. 

o Limit the number of 
healthcare personnel that 
enter the room. 

INFORM 

• Inform Infection Prevention 
and Control. 

• Inform State Public Health 
o Call 1-866-PUB-HLTH (1-

866-782-4584). 
o Provide reason for calling, 

brief patient history and ask 
for a Medical Epidemiologist. 

o Depending on the situation, 
the Med Epi will need the 
following information: 
o Locations (countries 

and/or cities) and exact 
dates of travel. 

o Symptoms and 
progression of illness. 

o Risk Factors/exposures 

Andes Virus: Identify, Isolate, AND Inform 

https://dph.georgia.gov/TravelClinicalAssistant
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Questions 

Skyler Brennan, MPH 
Zoonotic Disease Epidemiologist 
Skyler.brennan@dph.ga.gov 

Jessica Pavlick, DrPH, MPH 
Acute Disease Epidemiology Director 
Jessica.Pavlick@dph.ga.gov 

Julie Gabel DVM, MPH 
State Public Health Veterinarian 
Julie.Gabel@dph.ga.gov 

For additional information, please contact: 

mailto:Skyler.brennan@dph.ga.gov
mailto:Jessica.Pavlick@dph.ga.gov
mailto:Julie.Gabel@dph.ga.gov

	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	About Hantaviruses
	Old vs. New World Hantaviruses
	Hantaviruses in the U.S. - New World
	Hantavirus Biological Threat Catagorization
	Risk Assessment	
	Information Requested by Public Health
	Public Health Investigation
	Healthcare Precautions
	Who to Inform
	Andes Virus Outbreak – May 2026
	DPH Andes Virus Response – May 2026
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15



